
 

 

                   
 

 

  

Mission Statement: 
We as Secular Franciscans are committed to seeking and promoting a closer relationship with God for ourselves and others by living the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and by following St. Francis’ and St. Clare's example of simplicity, humility and service using the Rule of Life of the OFS as our guide. 
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Month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Monthly Gathering: Our next 
monthly gathering will be June 
27th at 1:00 at the Parish Center 
in the Dining Area.  Please bring 
your own snack.   
 

Council Meeting: Our next 
meeting will be on June 14th at 6:30 pm at the 
Park Road Plaza Community Room in 
Janesville.  106 E North Street. 
 

Candidates: Please read the final chapters in 
the Franciscan Journey, which will conclude 
the formation in Candidacy.   Kyle will also 
discuss the next steps in preparation for 
profession.   
 

Gospel Sharing: Pat will lead.  
 

Ongoing Formation: Please read Chapter 2 of 
Everything Belongs.  Kyle will lead. 
 
 Congratulations to Our New Council 

 

 
 

L-R: Lisa Falenscheck, ofs Secretary, 
Sr. Lois Erpelding Spiritual Assistant, 

Bonnie Johnson ofs, Vice Minister, 
Sarah Gahlon, ofs Minister, and 

Kyle Gahlon ofs, Formation Director and 
Joan Dahle ofs, Treasurer. 

Living Jesus’ Enchanting Vision into Reality 
Sr. Lois Erpelding, OSF 

    
 How does center, circumference and 
enchanting vision speak to our Franciscan 
Spirituality today?  Everything Belongs , 
a spiritual classic written by Franciscan 
Richard Rohr, invites us to ponder sentences 
slowly, sit in expectancy, and share more 
deeply our contemplative prayer.   
     As  we continue to stretch ourselves 

through our Franciscan living, we have sensed our life’s 
circumference expanding amidst people of varied backgrounds, 
experiences, values, and attitudes. At times we find ourselves 
standing over a gap with one foot in experienced territory and the 
other foot ready to step into the unknown.  In following Francis’ 
footsteps where do we let go of “ego” desires and put trust fully 
into our Eternal Father?  Like Francis, how do we embrace the 
lepers and the Shah in our hearts and actions? 
   We need both knowledge and experience of a “stretchable” 
circumference as well as our Center. Francis found his center in 
an ever-deepening relationship with his all-good God. He spent 
time in Churches discerning his way of “repairing the Church.” He 
went out to hermitage for times of quiet prayer. He invited some 
of his brothers to be aided also in time of uninterrupted prayer. 
    Our June Gospels focus on sharing in the Body and Blood of 
Christ, need for stronger faith, becoming cured and going forth in 
peace, and being astounded onlookers at Jesus’ healings. Our 
vision and responsive action follow an invitation from Rule #4: “ 
observe the Gospel of ... Jesus Christ by following the example of 
St. Francis of Assisi, who made Christ the inspiration and the 
center of his life with God and people. Christ, the gift of the 
Father’s love is the way to him, the truth into which the Holy Spirit 
leads us, and the life which he has come to give abundantly.” 
   We are called and led to move from the enchantment of 
meaningful fairy tales to seeing and realizing the inviting 
enchantment of the Trinity as Franciscan servants of God’s 
love.  “If we accept the challenge of nonviolent activism with faith, 
courage, and determination, we can bring this great vision of a 
world united in peace and harmony from a distant ideal into 
glowing reality.” (Coretta Scott King 
. 
 



Assignments  May Be Subject to Change  
Gospel Sharing 2021 
Jan Joan Jul Kyle 
Feb Matt Aug Sarah 
Mar Retreat Sep Profession 
Apr Renew Profession Oct Lisa 
May Rose Ann Nov Bonnie 
Jun Pat Dec Jenise 
 
Ongoing Formation 2021 
Jan Bonnie Jul Pat 
Feb Kyle Aug Joan 
Mar Retreat Sep Profession 
Apr Election Discussion Oct Matt 
May Carol Nov Rose Ann 
Jun Kyle Dec Nick (?) 
 

Franciscan Saint of the Month  
St Anthony of Padua 

 

 Saint Anthony was born in Lisbon, 
Portugal. At the age of fifteen 
asked to be sent to the Abbey of 
Santa Cruz in Coimbra where he 
learned theology and Latin. 

He received permission to leave the 
Abbey so he could join the new Franciscan 
Order. He traveled to Morocco to spread God's 
truth but became extremely sick and was 
returned to Portugal to recover. The return 
voyage was blown off-course and the party 
arrived in Sicily, from which they traveled to 
Tuscany. Anthony was assigned to the hermitage 
of San Paolo after local friars considered his 
health. 

Later, Dominican friars came to visit the 
Franciscans and there was confusion over who 
would present the homily.  It was then the head 
of the Franciscan hermitage asked Anthony to 
speak on whatever the Holy Spirit told him to 
speak of. He was only 35 years old when he died 
and was canonized less than one year afterward 
by Pope Gregory IX. 
 
Rule 5 of the Secular Franciscan Order 
Secular Franciscans, therefore, should seek to 
encounter the living person of Christ in their 
brothers and sisters, in Sacred Scripture, in the 
church and in liturgical activity.  The faith of 
St. Francis, who often said, “I see nothing 
bodily of the Most High Son of God in this 
world except his most holy body and blood,” 
should be the inspiration and pattern of their 
Eucharistic life. 

 

A Heart Beating in Unison 
Bonnie Johnson, ofs, Vice Minister 

 

As I write today we 
celebrate the feast of the 
Body and Blood of 
Christ.  Have you ever 
wondered what went 
through the apostle’s 

minds when Jesus said  that?  Imagine what it 
would be like to have been sitting at the table?  
I remember my young grandson once asked me 
what was in the cup I drank out of.  I told him 
it was Jesus’s blood but that it tasted like wine.  
He gave me a looong quizzical look and then 
whispered…”Let me smell your breath.”  

Like my grandson, how often do we really take 
time to contemplate the fact that in receiving 
the Eucharist we have just taken the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ into ourselves?  If the 
Apostles were initially  puzzled, we know that 
when the Holy Spirit came upon them at 
Pentecost, they understood.  St. Francis 
understood as seen in his writing of Rule 5.   

Francis  focused on not just living the gospel 
but also the presence of God in the Eucharist 
and within himself.  He knew we cannot rely 
on ourselves to be gospel people. We need to go 
inwards through prayer and contemplation to 
find God and let the one who created us draw 
us closer and show us what is ours to do.  We 
need to do that over and over again due to our 
human frailty.   

What a tremendous gift we have in the 
Eucharist.  St John Paul II once said that for 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, receiving the 
Eucharist “must have somehow meant 
welcoming once more into her womb that 
heart that had beat in unison with hers.” What 
a beautiful thought to treasure as we receive 
Him into our own being.  Hearts beating in 
unison with His is how He leads us to be gospel 
people. 

Have a Blessed  

Father’s Day 

 


